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The Divinity of the Christian Religion proved from 
its wonderful establishment. (Continued. 

They were well aware, that in every coun- 
try where they were to preach the gospel, 
princes and people would vehemently oppose 
and rise up against them, from the moment 
they perceived that the ancient religion was 
to be attacked. ‘‘I send you (said Jesus 
Christ) as so many sheep in the midst of 
wolves; they will drive you out from the 
synagogues, they will pursue you from town 
totown. You shall be hated by all men, on 
account of my name; and whosoever shall 
put you to death, will believe, that he offers 
up a sacrifice acceptible to God.” All this 
was known to the apostles, and even common 
sense pointed’ it out.—Hence it would have 
been prudent,that they should have commenc- 
ed by announcing the gospel in secret, and 
that they should not speak of the kingdom of 
God, but to individuals, and then privately; 
that they should have postponed their public 
mission, until after they should have formed a 
party strong enough to be able to support 
itself. Notwithstanding, on the very day of 
pentecost, they assembled together, in the 
midst of Jerusalem, and preached Jesus 
Christ openly, and in the most pubiic manner. 
Hence, on their first setting out, they com- 
mitted, according to the rules of human pru- 
dence, a capital fault, which threatened to 
endanger not only the object of their mission, 
but even their lives, as has been already men- 
tioned. St. Philip adopted the same conduct 
— and St. Paul at Athens and else- 
where, 





It would seem more consistent with com- 
mon sense, that their co-operatos, and im- 
mediate successors, should receive into the 
church, indifferently and without choice, all 
those who wished to be admitted, inasmuch 
as it seemed of the greatest consequence to 
them to form suddenly a strong party. The 
multitude of those who compose a party, im- 
poses on the people, gives the governing 
powers just cause of alarm, constitutes the 
security of those who have engaged in it, 
and becomes, by that means, a powerful in- 
centive to become of that party. But the 
apostles and their successors, never received 
into the church, any but those in whom they 
saw the true signs of sincere conversion. All 
ecclesiastical history bears testimony to this 
truth, that in the primitive ages of christian- 
ity, the sacrament of baptism was never grant- 
ed to those who demanded it with the most 
pressing earnestness, until after they had giv- 
en the most positive proofs of the stedfastness 
of their faith, and were prepared to seal it 
with their blood. These trials of faith were 
never so rigorous, as when persecution was 
at its utmost degree of violence. 

Common prudence would have dictated, 
that at the commencement of the church, the 
gospel should be announced with some de- 
gree of mildness; that some regard should 
be had, at least to a certain extent, to the 
prejudices and weakness of those whom they 
wished to gain over to christianity. What 
probability could there have been of gaining 
proselytes, without that precaution, at a time 
when the sword of persecution was suspend- 
ed over the heads of the christians? and yet 
the apostles always proposed the gospel in all 
its severity, rigour, and intolerance. Noone 
was admited within the pale of the church, 
without the most solemn engagement that he 
would live in the faith, that he would profess 
it in the presence of tyrants, and that he 
would die rather than renounce it. And in 
those times, the reception of baptism was con- 
— as being formally devoted to martyr- 

om. 











It would have been:also consistent, that in 
those early times, whilst the church, yet in a 
state of infancy, and weak in apparent re- 
sources, was attacked abroad with every sort 
of violence,the ecclesiastical discipline should 
be mild and moderate, and wink at certain 
prevarications, at least as such as may bear 
a favourable interpretation. It is not by 
severity and rigour that men can be prevailed 
on to continue stedfast to a party, which they 
have followed of their own free will, and are 
attached to by voluntary choice only; who 
have every thing to lose by remaining attach- 
ed, and every thing to gain by quitting it.— 
Nevertheless, ecclesiastical discipline was 
never more firm and severe, than when the 
fire of persecution was lighted on all sides, 
and threatened to consume even the expiring 
remains of christianity. It is a notorious 
fact, that in the times of which we speak, 
not only the lax christians, who, at the first 
order of the judge, had offered incense to 
the idols, but even those who, overpowered 
by the violence of torture, had renounced Je- 
sus Christ, or those who had called for, or 
permitted to be called for, certificates of ab- 
juration, although they had not actually ab- 
jured the faith, were obliged to undergo a 
public penance; that it was only at this price, 
that they could be reconciled to the church; 
and that this penance was so long and pain- 
ful, that it was very little short of martyrdom. 

“ Let every soul (St. Paul to the chvis- 
tians of Rome, chap. 13.) be subject to high- 
er powers: for there is no power but from 
God: and those that are, are ordained of 
God. Render therefore to all, their dues; 
tribute to whom tribute is due: custom, to 
whom custom: fear, to whom fear: honor, to 
whom honor.” And, “ I conjure you, above 
all things, that you offer vows, supplications, 
prayers, and other acts of grace for all men: 
for kings, and those who are placed in digni- 
ty, to the end that we should live in peace 
and tranqnility, and in every sort of piety and 


honesty.” 
” Most dearest,” (said St. Peter to the 
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faithful dispersed through the provinces of 
Point, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithy- 
nia,) “think not strange of the burning heat 
which is to try you, as if some new thing 
happened to you: but rejoice, being partak- 
ers of the sufferings of Christ, that when his 
glory shall be revealed, you may also be glad 
with extreme joy. If you be reproached for 
the name of Christ, you shall be happy: for 
that which is of the honour, glory, and pow- 
er of God, and that which is his spirit, resteth 
upon you. 
murderer, or a thief, or a railer, or as covet- 
ing the goods of others. But if as a chris- 
tian, let him not be ashamed: but let him glo- 
rify God in that name.” 

“ Even to this hour, (St. Paul to the Co- 


But let none of you suffer as a) 


In order to prove that this patience, this lawful reason, why they should rise in rebel 
forbearance of the christians, was a matter lion against princes who may persecute their 
of choice and not of necessity, let us hear | religion—that christianity is to be maintianed 
the words of Tertullian, who lived in the|by the same means whereby it was estalish- 
second century, in his apology to the senate | ed, that is to say, by prayers and patience, 
— We fill the whole empire, the towns, the| The apostles then, without any apparent 
cities, the villages, the armies, the senate, | means of success, with all human obstacles 
the palace, and the public places. We leave | against them, and using such means as were 
_you only the temples of your Gods: it is on-|more likely to counteract than to promote 
ly there that the christians are not seen.”— | their ends, ‘effected the grand object of sub- 
'As if he had said—-We know our own|verting the pagan idolatry, and afler a perse- 
‘strength, but do not wish to exert it, because | cution of three hundred years, ‘“ triumphant- 
we know our law. Our patience as you may |ly erected the banners of the cross on the 
perhaps imagine, is not the patience of weak- | ruins of the capitol.” 
ness or inability, but the patience of faith.| Astonishing revolution! wherein the su- 
We suffer ourselves to be slaughtered like | preme power, wisdom, and majesty of God 
lambs, because we think it more useful and | are so clearly manifested, that every man of 














rinthians) we both hunger, and thirst, and /| glorious for us to die than to kill. 
are naked, and are buffeted, and have no fix- 
ed abode. 
own hands. We are reviled, and we bless: | afforded an illustrious proof, under the Em- 
we are persecuted, and we suffer it. Weare) peror Maximin. This legion was entirely 
ill spoken of, and we entreat: we are made | composed of the faithful. The emperor, hay- 
as the refuse of this world, the off-scouring ing commanded them, on pain of death, to 
of all even until now.” offer sacrifice to the gods of the empire, they 
Such were the lessons, and such the exam-| answered with intrepidity—We are your sol- 
ples given by the apostles to the first faithful. | diers, and in this capacity are bound | to you 
Far from encouraging them to discontent or| by military service; but at the same time we 
revolt, they wished them to consider injury, are servants of God, and in that capacity, 
defamation, and death, for the sake of Jesus | can adore no other but him. Dispose of our 
Christ, as their chief glory and happiness. | lives as you please: we have arms in our 
These holy lessons, and heroic examples | hands, and know how to make use of them; 
of the apostles, made so deep an impression | but it is only against the enemies of the em- 
on the spirit and hearts of their disciples, that | pire: on our part, you shall meet with no re- 
during three hundred years of the most vio- sistance. é 
lent and intolerable persecution that wasever, ‘The barbarous order to massacre this holy 
known, a revolt or sedition on the part of the legion, is given and put inexecution. Those 
christians was never known nor heard of fierce warriors were seen to await with com- 
through the whole empire; no governor of a) posure, and receive with indifference, that 
province, nor magistrate of a town, ever ac-| death which they had so often carried into 
cused them of any commotion against the the ranks of the enemy. They lay down 
state. Ecclesiastical history informs us, that | their arms, and in that state, present them- 
the christians, at all times, offered up public selves to the poniards of their fellow-soldiers, 
prayers for the prosperity of the empire, and now become their executioners, Six thous- 
that of the emperors; that they paid tribute and six hundred soldiers, all men of tried 
with the most religious exactness: that they valor, suffer themselves to be murdered, as 
were the most brave and intrepid soldiers in if they were one individual; and in the short 
the armies; that they were never heard either ; Space of one day, this army of martyrs was 
to murmur against their cruel masters, nor dispatched, and made their triumphant en- 
wish their death; in a word, that the empe- trance into the celestial abodes, 
rors had never more faithful subjects. They Another strong instance of these sentiments 
were always known"to love their greatest of the christians, may be adduced, from what 
enemies, as they loved each other: to have happened under Julian, the apostate. This 
abandoned to them, all their goods and pro-| prince had succeeded many christian emper- 
perties without resistance; to make no return | OTs. When he mounted the throne, all the 
to insult and injury, but silence and blessings, |!aws were favorable to christianity, and he 
and for the most cruel and barbarous treat- himself had received baptism. His persecu- 
ment, nothing but acts of grace and benefi- tion had this peculiar character, that though 
cence. When persecution somewhat relent-| it was less bloody than some others, it was 
ed, they patiently pructised their holy reli-|still more terrible, from the art and system 
gion, when it recurred with violence, some with which it was carried on. The chris- 
fled into remote countries, some concealed tians might have pleaded, that since Constan- 
themselves in forests, deserts, or caverns, tine, their religion had been the religion of 
whilst others in their own dwellings, calmly the empire, and was intimately connected 
awaited the summons to be conducted to mar-| With its constitution; that Julian had receiv- 
tyrdom. However, through all their calami- ed the purple on the express condition of his 
ties, by their prayers, fastings, penitence, and protecting it. With such strong motives, 
tears, they were supported by assistance from such a strong excuse for revolt, the idea of 
on high. There was nothing left to them, resistance never entered their minds. Al- 
but to exhort each other to suffer all, for the though Julian destroyed multitudes, and shed 
love of him who for them had suffered the| oceans of blood, the christians of these days, 
death of the cross; and when the hour of,as well as those who lived under Domitian 
their sacrifice was at hand, they received the and Dioclesian, never conceived any other 
stroke of death, blessing at the same time means of mitigating persecution, than prayers 
the hand that offered them up to God, and and sufferings; and by this ever memorable 
that God, who had thought them worthy to be| example, have given a lesson to all christians 
immolated for him. of future times, that there never can be a 








candor and good faith must be struck with if. 


Such were the sentiments of the primitive | Let us hear how St. Paul, in his first Epistle 
And we labour, working with our| christians. Of this spirit, the Theban legion | to the Corinthians, chap. Ist, speaks of it— 


‘** For the word of the cross, to them indeed 
that perish, is foolishness; but to them who 
are saved, that is, to us, it isthe power of 
God. For it is written: I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise; and the prudence of the 
prudent, I will reject. Where is the wise?’ 
where is the scribe? where is the disputer of 
this world? hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world? for seeing that in the 
wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God: it pleased God by the foolishness of 
our preaching to save them that believe. For 
now the Jews require signs, and the Greeks 
seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ cru- 


| cified, to the Jews a stumbling block, and to 


the Gentiles foolishness: but to them that are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God. For 
that which appeareth foolish of God, is wiser 
than men: and that which appeareth weak- 
ness of God, is stronger than men. For see 
your vocation, brethren, that not many are 
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble: but the foolish things of the 
world, hath God chosen, that he may con- 
found the wise: and the weak things of the 
world hath God chosen, that he may confound 
the strong: and the mean things of the world, 
and the things that are contemptible, hath 
God chosen, and things that are not, that he 
might destroy the things that are: that no flesh 
should glory in his sight.” : 

These words of the most profound import, 
point out to us, that the means by which God 
proposed to bring about the great end of es- 
tablishing the christian religion, were, to as- 
tonish, to confound, and to annihilate human 
pride. How could this have been effected? 
in obliging man to confess, and openly ac- 
knowledge, that the redemption of the world, 
brought about by the mysterics of the Son of 
God, become man, and dying on the cross, is 
the master-piece of the wisdom of God him- 
self; by reducing man to the necessity of 
bending the knee before Jesus Christ cruci- 
fied, to adore him as his God, and the author 
of his salvation; by employing no other ex- 
terior; or sensible means of operating those 
wonders, than the preaching of twelve poor 
men, vile and abject in the estimation of the 
world; by calling to the faith, by the means 
of such men, first, all that was weak and con- 
temptible, in order afterwards to attract all 
that was great and powerful amongst mankind. 
So that in the establishment of religion, all 
having been conducted contrary to the rules 
of human prudence, and apparently under the 
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direction of folly, it had yet been crowned by 
asuccess beyond all human calculations. 
Had God, by the ministry of angels, or by 
some miraculous means, called to the faith 
the Cwesars, and with them all the great and 
rich, all the philosophers, wise men, and 
statesmen of Rome, it is true, that the whole 
empire would, at least exteriorly, have fol- 
lowed their example; and thus the conversion 
of the world would have been the work of a 
moment only. But in this supposition, the 
conversion of the world may, with every truth, 
be attributed tohuman agency. Every hom- 
age received by God and Jesus Christ, would 
in some measure, be procured by the influ- 
ence of this agency, and the trophies peculiar 
to the Cwsars, and other kings, would be 
erected as companions to, if not in competi- 
tion with the banners of the cross.—It may 
then be said, that the establishment of chris- 
tianity originated in the whim, caprice, or 
dream of a king, who found it as easy to have 
divine honors paid to Jesus Christ, as to him- 
self; that the first christians were base hypo- 
crites, who adopted this new worship, in order 
to flatter the will of atyrant; and that in pro- 
cess of time, a religion which began in hypo- 
crisy, by habit became serious and sincere. 
Had this astonishing revolution been ef- 
fected by any means connected with human 
power, or influence, man would have some 
apparent pretentions to participate in the glo- 
ry of saving the world. Had the means been 
less extraordinary, had they been more con- 
sonant to the common course of human events, 
the world would never have witnessed the 
affecting picture of millions of christians, of 
every age, sex, and condition, combating for 
the truth, in opposition to all the powers of 
the earth, not by the sword, but by patience 
and suffering, by enduring every sort of in- 
jury, defamation, slavery, torment, and death, 
rather than renounce God and Christ, for the 
heathen gods of Rome. God would thus have 
been deprived of the greatest glory which his 
servants are capable of rendering him, as his 
servants would, in their turn, have lost the 
greatest glory with which they could cover 
themselves, viz:—that of yielding up their 
breath, rather than abandon the interests of 
their Saviour. The kings of the earth, and 
the great men of this world, can claim no 
participation in the conversion of mankind. 
It is notorious, that the one employed all their 
power, as the other did their talents, to stifle 
the christian religion in its cradle; that as far 
as it depended on them, they endeavored to 
prevent the world from ever emerging from 
the darkness of idolatry and superstition; 
that they were the last who embraced christi- 
anity, and those only that persecuted it. 
Neither have the humble and poor, the ig- 
norant or lowly, any more claims to a parti- 
cipation in the glory of this grand revolution, 
than the kings, or the great, nor do they at- 
tribute any part to themselves. When they 
consider their own littleness and weakness, 
they must confess that they possessed noth- 
ing that could be adequate to the forming, 
sustaining, or consummating an undertaking 
so arduous, as that of the conversion of the 
world; that they were only simple instru- 
ments in the hand of the Supreme Being, to 
whom all means are indifferent for the purpo- 
ses of effecting his divine will, of making ma- 
~hifest his power, his wisdom, and his mercy. 





The Caruouic Servant’s Apo.ocy for refusing 
to attend at any place of worship but their own, 
written on the following occasion, by the late 
Rev. Artur O’LEaRY. 





An Irish lady of fashion, whose servants 
were all Roman Catholics, having endeavor- 
ed, but in vain, to persuade them to go with 
her to the parish church during her tempora- 
ry residence in a part of England, where no 
Catholic priest, or chapel could be found, at 
length committed her arguments to writing, 
and handed the paper to her waiting-maid, 
the daughter of a tenant of his Lordship, in 
hopes that she, at least, might be prevailed 
upon to accompany her thither. 
The young woman having modestly declar- 
ed her inability to answer the arguments 
therein stated, requested, and obtained her 
ladyship’s permission to submit them to the 
perusal of a friend, promising, that if they 
appeared to him conclusive, she would no 
longer refrain. from complying with her la- 
dyship’s wishes. Accordingly, on the arrival 
of the family in London shortly after, she 
presented the paper to Mr. O’Leary, whose 
answer thereto, being transcribed by the per- 
mission of the reverend author previously to 
the maid’s presenting the original to her 
mistress, we now publish, on the presump- 
tion that it will prove as interesting to the 
generality of our readers, as will be edifying 
to such as the subject immediately concerns. 
Copy.—* The foregoing reasons for induc- 
ing Catholic servants to go to a Protestant 
church on Sundays, although probably writ- 
ten with a pure and charitable intention, are 
founded on a misrepresentation of the Catho- 
lic religion: Roman Catholics neither wor- 
ship the Virgin Mary, nor any other object, 
but one God in three Persons: they never- 
theless do not consider it any more derogato- 
ry to the honor of God to pray to the Virgin 
Mary, that she may pray for us, thanif a 
Protestant sinner, or sick person, requested 
the prayers of a congregation for his conver- 
sion, or the recovery of his health. In this 
sense, praying to the Virgin Mary was cer- 
tainly the practice of the purest ages of the 
Christian religion, as it is evident from the 
example of the Fathers, who condemned Nes- 
torius for denying her to be the mother of 
God. Ifa Catholic says, Hail Mary, full of 
grace, &c. the angel Gabriel and St. Eliza- 
beth said the same many ages ago. The 
Arabian women, mentioned in the paper, and 
the divine worship they paid to the Virgin, 
was condemned by the Roman Catholic 
Church, as may be seen in Ecclesiastical 
History, where mention is made of the Col- 
lyridians, heretics, so called from the cakes 
they offered her. But it is the misfortune of 
Catholics to be charged with the very doc- 
trines their Church condemns: any person is 
authorized to frame a creed for them. 
The same mistake occurs as to Prayer, 
which is no more than an elevation of the soul 
to God, beseeching Him to preserve us from 
sin, and to grant us the favors and blessings, 
spiritual and temporal, we stand in need of. 
Every person knows his own wants and ne- 
cessities, and the manner of asking the bless- 
ings of the Almighty, who knows all hearts 
and languages. Such Catholic servants as 


the Mass and other prayers in the English 


buy books, know that the Mass is the com 
memoration of the Passion of Christ. As of- 
ten as ye do this, says St. Paul, you will shew 
forth the death of the Lord till he comes. 

To meditate on the passion of Christ, dur- 
ing the celebration of the divine mysteries, 
with sentiments of love, thanksgiving and te- 
pentance—to beg of the Almighty both grace 
and forgiveness, through the merits of our 
Redeemer, during the time of divine worship, 
is certainly to pray, and to pray in such a 
manner as is within the reach of the most ig- 
norant as well as the most learned. To pray 
thus, is not to pray in an unknown tongue, be- 
cause every one knows the object of his pray- 
ers, and God pays greater regard to the sin- 
cerity and fervor of the heart, than to a com- 
bination of words, or quaintness of expression. 
Should any thing be alleged from St. Paul, 
who in the 14th chapter of his first Epistles 
to the Corinthians, speaks of praying in an 
unknown tongue, it must be observed, that 
what he there says, only relates to the mira- 
culous and extemporary gift of torgues, so fre- 
quent in his time: for it is evident, from the 
same chapter, that when Christians used then 
to meet together, they spoke on a sudden dt- 
vers tongues, which they themselves did not 
understand, as appears from the following 
words; and therefore let him that speaketh by 
a tongue, pray that he may interpret. And in 
the same chapter, v. 27, if any speak with a 
tongue, lel it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and.in course let one interpret, but if there be 
no interpreter, let him hold his peace in the 
church; and speak to himself and to God. No 
person is now endowed with the miraculous 
gift of tongues; but the most ignorant can 
pray, and know what to ask of the Almighty, 
if he has the least spark, or sentiment of reli- 

ion. 

If the Mass be said in Latin, the reason is 
because the Western Church has always re- 
tained her public Liturgy in that language 
from the earliest ages of Christianity—a lan- 
guage which to this very day is generally un- 
derstood in every quarter of the world where 
Europeans have any establishments; and 
hence that uniformity of religious worship 
whereby a Catholic, through whatever coun- 
try he travels, meets with the same identical 
form of divine worship and ceremonies as he 
‘was accustomed to athome. In a word—the 
most ignorant, as well as the most learned 
Catholic, knows that the Mass is that pure 
sacrifice, which the prophet Malachi foretold 
should be offered in every place:—he knows 
that it is an unbloody commemorative obla- 
tion of the same identical sacrifice which 
Christ once offered in a bloody manner on 
Mount Calvary for the sins of mankind; and 
though the minister of religion officiates in a 
language he cannot alter; yet the assistance 
of the congregation at the sacrifice with pie- 
ty, fervor, and prayers, is all that God re- 
quires:—there is no text of scripture against 
this position. 

Whilst the Jewish religion was the only 
true one, those who flocked from all parts of 
the world to Solomon’s Temple spoke differ- 
ent languages, and the officiating priest ut- 
tered his benedictions in the only language 
in which they were ry Oye instituted, yet 
the people assembled felt no inconvenience 
on that account, for they knew by the victim 
and ceremonies at which they assisted with 
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language, and such as can neither read nor 


piety and fervor, that as a public minister he, 
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was offering a sacrifice of atonement, and |servant to inquire; for on the same principle, | a good Christian and an honest man; and 
praying in a public manner for them as well in getting into the service of a Presbylervan,| more than these no master, or mistress can 
as himself: they united in the same pious he would be obliged to compare the Assem-| reasonably require of hin, With respect to 


sentiment, and whether the individuals of the 
congregation prayed in the Roman, Greek, 
or any other language, divine worship was 
performed with all its essential requisites, 


blies’ Catechism, or their Prayer Book, (if| other articles, he believes in general what 
| any Prayer Book they have,) with the Bible: 


(the Catholic Church, composed of so many 


Be same with an Anabaptist, and so on to an! venerable fathers, learned doctors, and cele- 


infinity. During this tedious inquiry there 


brated universities, in a long succession of 


Thus Catholics, from the remotest parts of would be no time left for the coachman, the) ages, believes, and in these he has the most 


the globe, who hear Mass in Paris, or Lon- 
don, feel no more inconvenience in the pub- 





footman, the groom, or the postillion; the| respectable vouchers the world has ever pro- 
cook, the laundry maid, the chamber, or kit-| duced. 
lic exercise of their religion, than if they | chen maid, to discharge the duties of their 


Is it not, therefore, unreasonable to 
| expect, that a person in his station of life 





were at home; for if the French, or English' several stations in the family; till at length, | should discuss every speculative point, since 
priest officiates in Latin, he officiates in the the most patient master, or mistress would the generality of mankind are ill qualified for 
same language with the priest of China, or |be often forced to cry out to Tom or Bet, | such a disquisition? St. Paul himself, when 
Japan, not to mention Haly, Spain, Portugal, | (nodding perhaps, by the kitchen fire over | speaking of the members of the Church, does 
Germany, Poland, &c. &c. in all, or most of the book of Job,) Come, come! this is intoler- | not require it; Are they all apostles? says he; 
which several states and kingdoms the laity |able—I can no longer suffer it—it was not to| are they all doctors? 

have the Mass translated into their native | read the Bible, Betty, but to do my work, that} The particular points in which a Catholic 
languages; their prayers are all the same;| J hired you. differs from his neighbors of a separate com- 
they know the determined object of their wor-| It 1s moreover the less incumbent on a 


| | munion, are explained in his Catechism, which 
ship, and understand every thing in the same | Catholic servant to make this inquiry, since may be read in the space of an hour, or in 


sense: but the case with Protestants is quite he sees, not only a greater number of Pro-| Bussuet’s Exposition of the doctrine of the Ca- 
the reverse; a church of Englandman, for testants, such as Presbyterians, Anabaptists, | tholic Church, not to mention a number of 
example, would be as much bewildered a.) Moravians, Methodists, Antinomians, Quak-| other books of the kind. It is in them his 
hearing divine service performed at Geneva,|ers, Seekers, Jumpers, Unitarians, &c. in-| religious tenets are to be found by such as 
as he would be at hearing massat St. Peter’s | cessantly reading the Bible, and still remain-| are anxious to know them; not in the polem- 
in Rome, or a thatched chapel in Ireland; ing separate from the Church of England;| ical declamations of such writers, or orators, 
and on the other hand, the Genevese Calvin- | continually inveighing against her, but that | 


as, either trom interest,‘ or from the influence 
ist would be equally perplexed in any Lu-|even some of her own ministers, such as| of early imbibed prejudices, misrepresent the 


theran church in Sweden, or Denmark, or in| Lindsay and others, have of late resigned Catholic religion, and leave abortives at her 
any cathedral of the Church of England. their benetices, together with their Creed and door which she utterly disclaims. 

As to our Saviour’s not instituting ceremo-|Common Prayer Book, aud formed anew re-| As to occasional conformity, or joining in 
nies, he certainly did not, though it must be /ligion for themselves, which they think more) any other mode of religious worship but his 
acknowledged that he performed some; such,| godly, and conformable to the Bible. If| own, the Catholic servant cannot do it with- 
for example, as the washing his disciples’ feet | then, persons born in the Church of England, | out incurving the guilt of the sins of schism, 
in token of his humility—mixing spittle with | and nursed in her very bosom, refuse to con-| imposture, and hypocrisy: nor does the ex- 
dust for the cure of the blind man, to inti-| form to her worship on Sundays, or hulydays, | ample of our Saviour’s going to the Temple, as 
mate that the same God who formed man of) either inwardly, or outwardly, how can such} quoted in the paper, prove that he can; for 
the dust of the earth, is now come in human | a conformity be reasonably expected from a} the Jewish religion continued to be the true 
shape to restore him to the light of grace, of; Roman Catholic servant, whose faith cannot | religion till it was annulled by his death; he 
which the blindness of sin had deprived him. | vary, and in whose communion the creed,| inwardly believed and outwardly practised 
But though our Saviour did not institute cer-| which includes a belief in the Catholic Church 


the law of Moses, as appears by his being cir- 
emonies, he nevertheless did not forbid them | was professed, ages before so many new re-|cumcised, assisting at the morning sacrifice, 


to be instituted, more especially when they |ligions made their appearance in the world, | celebrating the passover, and eating the pas— 































































































































































































tend to excite devotion, and add to the solem- 
nity of religious worship; such, for.example, 
as the consecration of churches—ch'ming of 
bells on great festivals—playing on organs at 
the time of divine service—wearing of sur- 
plices, and other clerical robes—using the 
sign of the cross in baptism, &c. &c.; all of 


which, though practised in the church of Eng- | 


land, are detested as so many idolatrous 
abominations by a Scotch Presbyterian, who 
considers himself as the pure grain of the 
Protestant religion. To argue, therefore, 
aguinst religious ceremonies, because Christ 
did not ordain them,is to argue against erecting 
churches, or houses of divine worship, for al- 
though he foretold the destruction of the 
Temple where the true God was adored, he 
never commanded a Church, or chapel to be 
built for that purpose in its stead; or is it 
fair to argue against a Christian’s going to 
Church on Sundays, because no such com- 
mand is to be found in the Gospel? 

But if civil socicty has the power of mak- 
ing political laws for the regulation of the 
conduct of its members, why should not the 
Church, whom Christ commands us implicitly 
to hear and obey, have the power to enact 
spiritual laws for the edification of her chil- 
children? Let all things, cays St. Paul, be 
done decently and in order. 

As to the conformity of the Church of Eng- 
land’s prayers with every word of the Bible, 
it is not the business of a Roman Catholic 


till time shall be no more! 


the Lord’s Prayer, in which is specified what 





|1s in heaven. Ifthe beseeches the Saints and 
| Angels to pray for him, it is not because he 
| considers them as gods, or goddesses, to be 


as fellow petitioners, nore worthy to be heard 
than himself, who in the divine essence now 
see every thing, (not in a glass darkly, as St. 


ven, according to our Saviour, rejoice at the 
conversion of a sinner on earth. He be- 


ed in the Creed, that the blessed who depart 
this life in the love and friendship of God and 
their neighbor, entertain the same wishes for 
the happiness of their fellow creatures which 
they had for them whilst on earth; and his 
belief of this article is further corroborated 
from the testimony of St. Paul, who assures 
him, that, when a!l other virtues shall cease, 
charity will abide for ever. 

Besides believing the Creed, which con- 
tains the fundamental articles of his religion, 
the Catholic servant also knows the Ten 
Commandments, which regulate his social du- 
ties and moral conduct, and teach him to be 








The most ignorant Catholic servant knows 


b rf . 
adored, (as some, from motives best known 
to themselves, have insinuated,) but rather 


Paul says, but face to face,) and who in hea- 


lieves from the communion of Saints, mention- 


and in whose communion it will be professed | chal lamb with his apostles on the eve of his 
P Pp 


passion. The Jewish religion moreover, re- 
quired a determined space of time for its to- 
|tal abolition, viz. till after the death of the 





he is to pray for, and what he wants, and that | Messiah, when the new law being sufficient- 

P P y ’ 3 ’ | a) / 
he is to expect every blessing, whether cor-|ly propagated, the synagogue would be buri- 
poral, or spiritual, from the Father of all, who|ed with honor; but to wear the mask of dis- 
P ’ ’ 


simulation, to be interiorly convinced of the 
truth of one religion, and at stated times to 
make open profession of another, by con- 
forming to its ceremonies and joining in its 
mode of worship, is a conduct so diametrical- 
ly opposite to common honesty, that 1 would 
prefer the Jew, who, for want of a synagogue, 
would worship God in an open field, to the 
Jew, who, from worldly motives, or interested 
compliance, would counterfeit a Christian in 
a Christian congregation. 

Hence in Rome, where the Jews are tol- 
erated, they are neyer forced to go to Mass; 
and in France, and other countries, where 
there are many Calvinist and Lutheran ser- 
vants, and no place of their own way of wor- 
ship convenient, they are left at full liberty 
on Sundays to worship God in the manner 
most agreeable to themselves. 

To profess a religion, it is not sufficient 
that it be true in itself, the person who pro- 
fesses it must also believe it to be true; for 
although it be true that Christ is the Son of 
God, yet the Jew who disbelieves it, would 
be guilty of idolatry, if in a congregation of 





Christians he pretended to pay him divine wor- 
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ship. To burn a grain of incense, or to en- 
ter a splendid temple, were merely in them- 
selves harmless and innocent actions; but 
when either the one, or the other served asa 
distinctive mark that a person had renounced 
his religion, or had become an occasional 
conformist, therein consisted the crime. 

The situation of Catholic servants in sev- 
eral parts of England is much to be regret- 
ted: to be deprived of a place for the-public 
exercise of their religion, in a kingdom where 
their ancestors had raised so many noble fa- 
brics, several of which are still extant, to the 
worship of God, is their misfortune, but not 
their fault; but the want of priests, or cha- 
pels in this, or any other country, can by no 
means justify the Catholic servant who joins 
in the religious worship of others; because in 
so doing he would tacitly deny his own reli- 
gion, and give scandal even to Protestants 
themselves, who would consider him as an 
egregious hypocrite who imposes on the con- 
gregation. He does not concern himself in 
the question, whether the religion, in whose 
worship he is requested to join, be true, or 
false; or whether its professors be in the 
right, or wrong road to heaven, it is their bu- 
siness, not his, to make such an inquiry; it 
is sufficient that he believes his own religion 
to be the true one, and that he has a well 
grounded confidence, if he lives accord- 
ing to its precepts, of obtaining eternal salva- 
tion. 

But if it be the main point to do every thing 
to edification, he who believes his own religion 
to be the true religion, and now and then, 
through complaisance, makes open profession 
of anoiher, such a person, instead of edifying, 
scandalizes both parties. As God is every 
where present to hear his creatures, and re- 
lieve them in their necessities, would it not 
be more editying that Catholic Servants, cir- 
cumstanced asthey are in this country, should 
say their prayers, or read the holy Scriptures 
at home, (for it is not the reading, but a false 
interpretation of them, that is forbidden by 
the Catholic Church,) than to exhibit them- 
selves as objects of scandal to Protestants as 
well as*Catholic? For, although, on the ab- 
surd and fallacious conception of charity, 
(so prevalent in this enlighiened age,) which 
puts all religions indiscriminately on a level, 
by asserting that the terms of salvation are 
not contined to one system more than to an- 
other; although some, | say, on this Latiru- 
DINARIAN principle, might not consider them 
as double dealing dissemblers, or temporising 
hypocrites, yet others infailibly would.” 

A. O. L. 
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Tue Commirrec-Conpucrors of the New- 
England Chrisitian Herald, in their paper of 
the 29th of September, seem to exult greatly 
at the blow, which has been given to Popery in 
France, a blow, they say, from which it will 
not easily recover, by the declaration made 
by the Chamber of Deputies, that the Catho- 
he Religion is no longer to be the Religion of 
the State. It isindeed very true that the down- 


predicted by its enemies; but, with what truth, 
time has sufficiently shown. Old John Fox, the 


study and prayer, God had cast suddenly into 
his mind, by divine inspiration, that the forty- 
two months must be referred to the Church’s 
persecution, from the time of John the Bap- 
tist.” This calculation was to bring on the 
Pope’s destruction about the year sixteen 
hundred. Brightman was more precise, and 
foretold the final downfall of the Pope, in the 
year fifteen hundred and forty six: others in 
fifteen hundred and fifty six: and others in 
fifteen hundred and forty nine. Luther came 
close to the famous era; and published his 
prophecy, in which it was revealed to him, 
that the Pope and the Church would be de- 
stroyed in two years after the date of his 
oracle. After these came two other prophets, 
of the same godly reformation, who brought 
the Pope’s destruction nearer to our own 
times. These were Whiston and Burroughs. 
The first foretold that the Pope’s destruction 
would happen in seventeen hundred and 
twenty-four. And the second, finding Mr. 
Whiston’s prophecy contradicted by time, 
began himself to prophecy that the great event 
was to happen in seventeen hundred and 
sixty. 

Thus have the Reformation—Prophets, 
month after month, year after year, continued 
to predict the downfall of the Pope and of 
the Church, even to our own time; and what 
is strange, passing strange, that notwithstand- 
ing their several predictions have all been 
falsified by the event, and the authors of them 
have been treated with the contempt they de- 
served, yet, there are not wanting in these 
our days, pious men of the same reformation 
school, who feel disposed to imitate their ex- 
ample. .We have seen sundry wishes ex- 
pressed, since the late portentous scenes in 
France, in some of the religious, as well as 
other periodicals of the day, we can scarcely 
call them,however, pious wishes, respecting the 
probable extinction of the Catholic Religion 
in France: but none of their authors have, as 
far as we have yet seen, ventured like our Me- 
thodist friends so far as to utter a prediclion 
on this subject, accompanied too, with a pray- 
er, that God would hasten the time of its ac- 
complishment. What may be the views of 
the Almighty in regard to France, in parti- 
cular as a nation, at this present time, or how 
far the late revolution may affect the vitality 
of that portion of the Catholic Church, com- 
posed, as it is, of an immense majority of 
the French People, we know not: but this 
we shall venture to assert, and Protestants 
have long since had sufficient reason to be 
convinced of the truth of the observation, 
that the Catholic Church, which is the true 





is beyond the reach of any revolution. She 
has received the express promise of Christ, 


lying Martyrologist, published that “after long |to continue to the end of the world—and she 


will continue to the end of the world, in spite 

of the efforts of devils, the plots and machi- 

nations of wicked men, or the kind wishes of 

some of our Methodist Editors. What the 

Catholic Church has lost, at any period of 

her history, in any one country, she has al- 

ways gained in some other country. This 

has ever been the case, and will continue to 

be the case with her tothe end of time.— 

Therefore, we would recommend to the Me- 

thodist Committee Editors, and in general, to 

all who may hereafter feel disposed to pry 

into future events, or who may think they 

have a knowledge of them, to confine their 

speculations solely to the state of the weath- 

er, to the operation of the tariff upon com- 

merce and manufactures, and to such like 

subjects, and to let the Pope and the Catho- 

lic Religion alone, as both are under the im- 

mediate protection of Heaven,—both are be- 
yond their reach,—and both are to continue 

in the world, till the world shall be no more, 
whatever they may wish, or say to the con- 
trary. On indifferent subjects, and matters 
merely political, their prophecies may fail, 
and fail again without any serious loss of re- 
putation to themselves, or to their respective 
societies, because, humanum est errare; but 
in divine things, the case is gteatly altered. 

They who prophecy here, and prophecy false- 
ly, (which, by the bye, they are sure to do 
when they predict the dowafall of the Catho- 
lic Church,) are Impostors, and the spirit of 
God is not inthem. They act precisely like 
those of whom the Almighty complained for- 
merly to his true Prophet Jeremy, chap. 14. 
14, The Prophets, says he, prophecy falsely 
in my name: I sent them not, neither have I com- 
manded them, nor have I spoken to them: they 
prophecy unto you a lying vision, and divina- 
tion, and deceit, and the seduction of their own 
heart.” We feel no disposition, at present, to 
make the application of the above, to any of 
our good neighbors. 

The extremely liberal Editors, aboye al- 
luded to, seem to take it very hard that 
France should have had her religion of the 
State, when that religion happened to be the 
Roman Catholic; but not a word of complaint 
do they: utter against Protestant England, 
Protestant Denmark, Protestant Sweden, 
Protestant Prussia for their keeping up an 
established religion, when the same happens 
to be protestant, and for exercising tyranny 
over men’s consciences! O no; the case is 
not the same at all. It was your Ox that 
gored our Bull, and not our Bull that gored 
your Ox. 

Protestants in France, they say further, will 








fall of the Catholic Religion has often been 


Church of God, the true Spouse of Christ, 


now have the privilege of worshipping God ac- 
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cording to the dictates of their own consciences, 
&c. ‘Pray, Messrs. Editors, had they not the 
same privilege there before? Had they not 
far more liberty even than the Catholics enjoy 
in any of the tolerating Protestant States at 
this day in Europe? Than they enjoyed in 
the Province of Massachusetts itself when 
your own protestant ancestors, the Puritans 
had the sway, whose religious faith you now 
think proper to lay aside for the dreams of | 
John Wesley? 

And again, THE FREEDOM oF THE Press. | 
And as the freedom of the press is likewise es- 











Arminian Metuopists, Primitive MetTHop1sTs, 
Pilgrim Meruonists, Shouting Meruopists, Mo- 
derate Metuopists, Revival MetHopists, Vew- 
connection Meruovists, Universalists, Theophi- 
lanthropists, Annihilationists, Congregationalists, 
Hattemists, Materialists, Quietists, Semi-quietists, 
Claudiists, Gomarists, Philadelphia- Universalists, 
Brownists, Elipandists, Nonconformists, Panta- 
siasts, Enthusiasts, Agionites, Agonicelites, Apel- 
lites, ignacobites, AIntenmonites, Artoburites, Bar- 
nabites, Ascites, Bethlemites, Ophites, Ascophites, 
Eonites, Audensites, Hierocites, Bainsites, Caba- 
lites, Capmanites, Encretites, Euchites, Helviden- 
sites, Hussites, Heracleonites, Maronites, Melchites, 
Nicolaites, Orebites, Puccianites, Tankellinites, 


ed them to be one jot behind their neighbors 
on the score of invention in other matters, 
Thus we may expect soon to hear of Les Me- 
todisis Sauteurs, Les Metodists Trembleurs, 
Les Metodists Fumeurs, Les Metodists Dan- 
seurs, &c.—and the Lord knows how many, 
and what others. 





The pretended Reformation owes its success to 
ignorance. 





Tatianites, Wickliffites, Adamites, Praeadamites, 
Tritheites, Haldanites, Cainites, Marchionites, 
Tanchelmites, Valleyites, Bryanites, Walkerites, 


A multitude of writers, Protestant as well 
|as Catholic, have attributed the successes of 
\the reformers to the ignorance principally, 


| Kissites, Elxesaites, Henryites, Glassites, Ebion- | and to the unsuspecting simplicity of the pub- 


tablished, they can now expose the Jesuilism of ‘ites, Jacobites, Felixites, Mennonites, Monothelites, |lic.. This is the remark of Hume; “ The ra- 


the Papists and declare to the people the whole | 
counsel of God. ‘This is very pretty indeed! | 
But it should be recollected by these good 
Methodist Committee Editors, that the free-| 
dom of the Press, happily for Catholics, 
works two ways. It is equally as powerful | 
an Engine in the hands of Catholics as it is| 


likely to prove in the hands of Protestants. | 

We appeal to the conductors of the New- | 
England Christian Herald, whether they have | 
not themselves found it thus by their own ex: | 
perience? They will doubtless remember the | 
many attempts which themselves made dur- | 
ing the course of the last year, to expose the | 
Jesuitism of the Papists here in this city ;—and | 


how did they succeed? Did they not expose | 


Metangismonites, Antimarianites, Anthropomorph- 
ites, Hydroparastatites, Passalorynchites, Agapa- 
teians, Agarenians, Agricolanians, Albanians, An- 
dronicians, Antitacteans, Apotacteans, Basilidi- 
ans, Theatians, Beghardeans, Beguardians, Bogo- 
milians, Carpocratians, Circumcellians, Celicole- 
ians, Pereans, Colluthians, Collyridians, Euse- 
ians, Duvid-Georgians, Eustathians, Marsillians, 
Fratricillians, Eutychians, Hermians, Hermoge- 
nians, Energicians, Melecians, Patarinians, Mes- 
salians, Acephalians, .Voetians, Bereans, Passa- 
gians, Photinians, Dulcinians, Praxions, Procli- 
ans, Ptolomeans, Sampseans, Secundeans, Mani- 
chens, Setheans, Theodotians, Sandemanians, Va- 
lesians, Vigilantians, Socinians, Southcotians, 
Swedenborgians, Arminians, Corinthians, Dorre- 
tians, Moravians, Patricians, Satanians, Serpen- 
tinians, Saturninians, Stadhingians, Zancheens, 
Melchizedezeans, Wilhelminians, Onians, Pela- 
gians, Paulicians, Valentinians, Petrobrussians, 
Anglicans, Puritans, Quintilius, Zuinglians, Ari- 
ans, Semiarians, Severians, Abecederians, Beren- 
garians, Catharians, Nazareans, Baxterians, Lu- 
ciferians, Orbebarians, Sanguinarians, Millenari- 


| pid progress,” says the historian, ‘‘ ofthe Lu- 
|theran doctrine, and the violence with which 
jit was embraced, prove sufficiently, that it 
owed not its success to reason and reflection. 
|The books of the reformers, full of vehe- 
|mence, declamation, and rude eloquence, 


‘were quickly propagated; and the minds of 
|men were prepared for novelty.” 

| Indeed, whoever will give himself the trou- 
ble to trace the progress of the Reformation, 
will, at once, discover, that its successes were 
every where proportioned to the measure of 
ithe public ignorance. This, too, is an ob- 
servation, which has been made by several 
learned protestants. ‘It is,’ says Fuller, 
“‘an observation, founded upon a hundred 
| facts, that the nations, most degraded by su- 
perstition, have always abandoned religion, 
|with the greatest facility. Thus, the north 
of Europe, buried in ignorance, and stupid 


rather their own folly by the undertaking? | ans, Apollinarians, Sabellarians, Necessarians, | credulity, received the doctrines of Luther, 
Has not the experiment already had the ef- | Presbyterians, Unitarians, Humanitarians, Sacra- 


fect to teach them a certain degree of cau-| 
tion in their movements? Yes, and it will | 
be wise and prudent in them to practise it yet | 
a little more; for, men of glass should throw | 
few stones. | 

All religions are now tolerated in France; | 
so, the French people, if they do not like to 
tofore, with all its restraints, may select a. 
more easy and convenient one for themselves | 
from among the following denominations, all | 
of which pretend to have found their religion | 
in the Bible at different periods, and conse-| 
quently are all, they say, equally safe: | 

“© Mystics, Sauds, Preezxistents, Nonjurors, | 
Hernhutters, Hugonots, Seceders, Independents, 


NVewlights, Gnostics, Angelics, Halcyons, Rustics, | 
Whitecoats, Knipperdollings, Libertines, Turlu-| 


mentarians, Sabbatarians, Antisabbatarians, Snb- 
lapsarians, Supralapsarians, Predestinarians, La- 
titudinarians, Antitrinitarians, Ubiquitarians, Me- 
nandrians, Rhetorians, Nestorians, Masbothians, 
Anomians, Antinomians, Neonomians, Athonians, 
Ardonians, Abelonians, Johnsonians, Hutchinso- 
nians, Huntingdonians, Muggletonians, Camero- 
nians, Incorrupticolians, Ranters, Seekers, Sliders, 
Backsliders, Swaddlers, Tumblers, Diggers, Dan- 
cers, Jerkers, Jumpers, Dunkers, Tunkers, Bar- 


‘ ’ 'kers, Shouters, Shakers, Quakers, Shaking Qua- | 
goto Heaven in the old Catholic way, as here- | kers, Dancing Quakers, Free-thinking Christians, | 


and Family of Love.”’ 


Thus, the French People will now have it 
in their power to learn, according to the 
New-England Christian Herald Editors, the 
whole counsel of God, a privilege which they, 
poor benighted People, never enjoyed before! 
Yes—They can now open the Bible, read 
and interpret for themselves; and, there is 


not the least doubt but the greater part of) 


| Without opposition; while the south rejected 
|them, with contempt. At such periods, 
|among such people, a Wickliff, a Huss, a 
John of Leyden, effected the most striking 
revolutions, with astonishing facility. But, 
in France, where the sciences were cultivat- 
|ed, religion retained its vigour, its dignity, 
|and splendor, even amid the vices, and arts 
of philosophy.” 

A circumstance, which alone suffices to 
show, that it is not reason, or the sense of 
piety, that conducts men to protestantism, is 
this—that at the present period of compara- 
tive illumination, when men are better in- 
formed, than they were, at the time of the 
Reformation, we never witness such a spec- 
tacle as that of an enlightened, and moral 
Catholic, renouncing his faith to become a 
protestant. Although even the invitations to 
such acts of apostacy are incessant; and the 
temptations, in point of temporal advantages, 
| sometimes alluring;—yet are such scenes,— 


pins, Jeswans, French Prophets, Fifty-Monarchy- | them will become Methodists; but whether | save amongst the most ignorant, or else, the 


Men, Christian Churchmen, Men of Understand- | 
ing, Brethren and Sisters of the Free Spirit, Re-| 
pentants, Bonhommes, Momiers, Burghers, Anti- | 


Arminan Methodists, or Wesleyan Methodists, 
or Calvinistic Methodists, or Primitive Metho- 


burghers, Rationals, .1bstainers, Adaiberts, Ag-| dists, or Pilgrim Methodists, or Shouting Me- 


noetes, Albigenses, Iconoclasts, Apostolics, Aqua- 
tics, Cophts, Calixtines, Brigentines, Celestines, 
Chaplines, Lollards, Lutherans, Publicans, Doce- 
tes, Judaizing Christians, Pacifics, Perfects, Quar- 
todecimans, Adoptionists, JErinsists, Anthiasists, 
Arnoldists, Araists, Bardesneists, Diaphorists, 
“Adiaphorists, Conscientionists, Metamorphosists, 
Davidists, Priscillianists, Donatists, Duallists, Fa- 
milists, Jovinianists, Montanists, Jansenists, Cal- 
vinists, Reformationists, Deists, Roscellinists, Run- 
carriists, Sabellianists, Saccophorists, Baptists, 
Rebaptists, General Baptists, Particular Baptists, 
Anabaptists, Pedobaptists, Antipedobaptists, He- 
merobaptists, Revivalist-Baptists, MerTHopisTs, 
Wesleyan Metuonists, Calvinistic MeTHopists, 


‘thodists, or Moderate Methodists or Revival 
| Mithodists, or New-conviction Methodists, time 
only can determine; nor, shall we care which 
of them they will unite with, provided only 
that they unite with them from conviction, and 
after having learnt the whole counsel of God. 
But who knows but the French People, on 
reading the Bible, may discover too some 
new, and hitherto unexplored way to heaven? 
Probable enough; for, we have never remark- 


most worthless, portions of the Catholic 
body,—now unwitnessed and unknown. 

We have seen, it is true, within the last 
fifty years, a few renegadoes Abandon their 
parent church. But, both the motives of 
their conduct, and the features of their char- 
acters, were, in every case, sufficient to 
prove, that it was not any conviction of the 
falsehood of catholicity, nor any conviction 
of the truth of protestantism, that produced 
the metamorphose. The apostates have been 
a few weak and eccentric priests, anxious to 
get rid of the awkward restraints of celibacy; 
(for their very first act was always the so- 
lemn comedy of a marriage;) a very trifling 
portion of our nobility, and gentry, ambitious 











No. 6. 


THE JESUIT. 


47 





=— 

to figure, although they never did figure,—in 
the exalted rank of senators; and here and 
there an unfortunate individual, who having 
renounced the morality of his religion, thought 
it not worth while to trouble himself about its 
faith. ‘The conformity of a Catholic,” ob- 
served lately Lord Nugent, “to the tenets 
of the established church never fails to bring 
with it the irremovable suspicion, that faith 
and conscience, have been surrendered for 
the base hope of temporal advantage.”’ In- 
deed, nothing is more certain, than that, in 
these pretended conversions to protestantism, 
the Catholic is hardly ever—if ever—sincere. 
Doctor Johnson even contends that he can- 
not be sincere. ‘There is,” he says, “ so 
much laceration of mind in them, that they 
cannot be lasting, and sincere:’’ “ a truth,” 
adds Boswell, “‘ which may be confirmed by 
many, and eminent, instances.’”?’ The ap- 
proaches of death, and the return of reflec- 
tion, have, almost always, we find by experi- 
ence, recalled our apostates home again. 
Whence, laughing at such men, Lord Ches- 
tertield used to say of them, that “they al- 
ways intended to cheat the devil, before they 
died.” Such, too, is the general notion, 
which the good sense of the protestant public 
attaches still constantly to the apostacy of a 
Catholic. They never believe him sincere: 
and the consequence is, they almost every 
where despise him. (Fletcher’s View.) 


Eulogiums bestowed by Infidels on the first Re- 
formers. 


Those who are conversant with the works 
of the modern school of impiety, must have 
often remarked the eulogiums, which its writ- 
ers uniformly bestow upon the first reform- 
ers,—acknowledging these as their predeces- 
sors; and attributing to them the great merit 
of having, by their principles, laid the foun- 
dation of that bright philosophy, and of those 
splendid theories, which now illumine Eu- 
rope. They are lavish, too, in their general 
praises of protestantism,—although they 
blame, and sometimes laugh at, the timidity 
of its professors, who have not the consisten- 
cy and courage, to apply their own leading 
principles. However, they still own them, 
as allies, fighting,—but fighting cowardly, 
under the same banner with themselyes— 
We beheld a striking instance of the kind- 
ness and partiality resulting from this alli- 
ance, on the occasion of the French Revolu- 
tion. For, whilst the dreadful heroes of that 
storm were busily engaged in destroying eve- 
ry thing, that was holy; and in persecuting 
every thing that was Catholic,—to the pro- 
fessors of protestantism, and to every thing 
protestant, they displayed the greatest ten- 
derness and forbearance. Whence, Count 
Le Maistre makes the following observations: 
“ Every attack, which is made upon Catho- 
licity, implies necessarily an attack also upon 
Christianity. And our modern philosophists 
have, in reality, done nothing more than 
seize upon the arms, which protestantism had 
already prepared for them. They did this, 
turning them against the church; and laugh- 
ing at their good ally, who was not, in their 
eyes, worth the trouble of an assault. Look 
only at the publications of the eighteenth 
century. They are, all, aimed at the Church 
of Rome: just as if their authors believed, 
that out of the Church of Rome, there exist- 





ed no where such men as real Christians. 
Nothing is, in fact, more infallible than the 
instinct of impiety. What impiety alone 
hates; what irritates its feelings; what always 
awakens its fury, and excites its industry ,— 
is truth. Thus, in the national Convention, 
when its members celebrated the abolition of 
religious worship, they did not call for the 
books, the habits, the sacred vessels of the 
protestants. They did not call to their bar; 
they did not seek to seduce, or to intimidate, 
the protestant minister, inorderto wrest from 
him the oath of apostacy. They did not even 
dream of such an artifice: because there was 
nothing in protestantism, or in the protestant, 
that either incommoded, or irritated them,— 
nothing, that gave them the slightest umbrage. 
As each party was hostile to Rome,—so they 
could not, consequently be hostile to each 
other. All enemies of Rome are friends with 
one another.”’ Ibid. 
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[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40—wNo. 5. | 

ON THE CONTROVERSIES OF THE ANABAP- 
TISTS. 

CHAPTER III. 


OF OATHS. 


1. To swear is nothing else than to call 
upon God, who can never sanction a false- 
hood, as witness to the truth of an assertion, 
or that we are sincere in what we assert, or 
promise. Hence oaths are distinguished into 
two kinds: Assertive and promissary. 

2. Now the question is, whether it is law- 
ful for a Christian to swear in either case, at 
all? The Anabaptists answer in the nega- 
tive, because, say they, Christ prohibited it, 
when he gave this law, Math. 5.33. You 
have heard that it was said to them of old, Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself. But I say to you, 
nol to swear at all; neither by Heaven, for it is 
the throne of God; nor by the earth, for it is 
his footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the cily 
of the great king; netther shalt thou swear by 
thy head, because thou canst not make one hair 
whiie or black, But let your speech be yea, yea: 
no, no: and that which is over and above these, 
is of evil. Which law the Apostle St. James 
repeats in his epistle, chap. 5. v.12. But 
above all things, my Brethren, swear not, nei- 
ther by Heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any 
oath. 

3. We on the contrary assert, that Christ 
did not prohibit the use of an oath on proper 
occasions, that is, in the cause of justice and 
truth: but the abuse of it. The first part of 
the assertion is proved from the practice of St. 
Paul, who often made use of an oath, which 
he would not have done had Christ prohibited 
it. Rom. 1.9. God is my witness. Again, Cor. 
1.23. Icall God to witness upon my soul. Phil- 
lipp. 1.8. God is my witness, how I long after you 
all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. Again in his 
Epistle to the Hebrews, chap. 61. vy. 16. he 


affirms that, 4n oath for confirmation is the end 


of all controversy. All which is corroborated 
from the daily practice which prevails among 
Christians in all civil courts and tribunals. 
For when the accused cannot prove his inno- 
cence by witnesses, he is orderej to attest 
to it by the interposition of an oath, and thus 
the question is decided, and an end put to 
strife. 

4. We thus explain the -atter part of our 
assertion—the abuse of caths, is when an 
individual calls God to witness on. every 
trifling occasion, or in things of little im- 
portance, without any necessity. This is 
contrary to that reverence and respect which 
are due to God, and it is this abuse that 
Christ forbids: when he says—I say to you 
swear not at all. The words, not at all, do 
not signify that it is not in any case lawful to 
swear; but that it is unlawful to swear with- 
out necessity in any form, either by God, or 
by creatures: as it is expressed in Exod. 20. 
7. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain, Where the words, in vain, 
signify the same as if it had been said: rash- 
ly and without necessity. Vide Aug. lib. de 
mendacio cap. 15. 


| CHAPTER VI. 


Anabaptists maintain, that the bond of ma- 
trimony, among Christians, can be dissolved. 
We assert the contrary, because Christ has 
said, in general terms, Matt. 10. 6. What 
| God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. 

2. Nor can the practice formerly of the 
Jews be brought as an objection—because 
| Christ himself removes it in Matt. 19.8. Moses 
| by reason of the hardness of your hearts permit- 
\ted you to put away your wives: but from the 
beginning it was not so. Againin Mark 10. 11. 
Whosoever shall put away his wife and marry an- 
other, commilteth adultery against her that is put 
‘away. The Apostle also says, Rom. 7. 2.— 
|For the woman that hath an husband, whilst 
| her husband liveth is bound to the law. But if 
| her husband be dead, she is loosed from the law 
‘of her husband, Therefore, whilst her husband. 
| liveth she shall be called an adultress, if she be 
| with another man. 
| 3. We speak here of Christians; because 
| the case is otherwise with infidels. For if 
two infidels contract matrimony, and after- 
wards, one party becomes a Christian, and 
the other persists in infidelity; the Christian 
party can leave the infidel and marry another 
Christian—as the Apostle declares 1. Cor, 7. 
15. But if the unbeliever depart, let him depart. 
For a brother, or sister is not under servitude 
jn such cases. But this does not apply to 
Christians. For in no case whatever, can a 
man who is a Christian put away his wife 
who is a Christian, and marry another, while 
she is living. But it may be asked, cannot 
this be done in case of fornication, or adul- 
. ery, as Christ himself declares, Matt. 5. 52. 
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Whosoever shall put away his wife, excepting | 
the cause of fornication, maketh her to commit 
adultery: and he that shall marry her that is 
put away, commilteth adultery. We answer: | 
That it is one thing for a man to put away his | 
wife on account of fornication; and another, 
for him to marry another, while she that 
has been put away is living. The former is 
allowed by Christ, but the latter is not: ac- 
cording to the explanation of the Apostle, 1. 
Cor. 7. 10. But to them that are married, not 
I, but the Lord commandeth, that the wife de- 
part not from her husband. And if she do de- 
part, (on account of fornication,) that she re- 
main unmarried, or be reconciled to her hus- 
band. Here two cases are considered: the 
one is, that the wife can sometimes, from a 
lawful reason; depart from her husband.— 
The other, that while the husband is living, 
she cannot marry another man, but must re- 
main unmarried, or become reconciled to the 
former. 





FROM THE CATHOLIC PRESS. 
JESUITS. 


The services of the Jesuits in the cause of 
Literature and Science, are often mentioned 
in mere general terms; their enemies even 
are compelled to preface their attacks by 
broad concessions, for self-respect urges them 
to this; while there are others, who, although 
indebted to their services, attempt to make 
even these, but one crime more to the long 
catalogue of offences, by asserting, that even 
all their services in the numerous depart- 
ments of human knowledge, were but the 
wicked instruments of the Devil. But it is 
when their services are examined in their in- 
numerable branches, that the admiration of 
good men is increased; while their disgust is 
heightened at viewing the sickly attempts of 
those libellers who are the very enemies of 
the human race. Speaking of F. F. Clavi- 
gero, Molina, and Viscardo, the historians 
of their respective countries, Mexico, Chili, 
and Peru, the Edinburg Reviewers, who cer- 
tainly cannot be viewed in the light of pa- 
negyrists, reported [in July, 1809] that “‘ they 
were three of that handful of persecuted Ec- 
clesiastics, whom it would be difficult to 
equal in any order of men;” and [in Janua- 
ry] they styled them “ the chief benefactors 
of America,” 

Since we suggest a reference to special 
accounts of their services, let only those, for 
instance rendered to astronomy be estimated 
from the testimony of Lalande, who unhap- 
Bi boasted of his infidelity, even to atheism. 

He mentions their labors om every page, par- 
icylarly those of their Missionaries to China. 

y were generally men of such eminent 
talents, that is 14th, at the suggestion of 
his celebrated Minister Colbert, introduced 
some of them as members to the Royal Aca- 
demy of Science, before they went to that 
country; and nothing shows more the great- 
ness and superior excellency of their virtue 
of humility, than the very letter of the min- 
ister, which was addressed to them in the 
most supplicating terms, begging them even 
te come for the love of God. After Lalande 





had finished the tables of that great work on 
Astronomy, [3 vol. 4to.| as he remarked, he 
was astonished to find so many names, and 
even of the first rate, whose labors in that 
science he had to mention. Rees’ Cyclo- 
pedia, which is oftener to be met with, may 
be consulted at the words, Observatory Mea- 
sure of the Meridian, &c. 

A great number of observatories were built 
not only, under the direction, but at the ex- 
pense of the Society all over Europe and in 
other parts of the world, and the best instru- 
ments procured; although so expensive are 
the like, that they make our financial worthies, 
pause, hesitate and at variance about incur- 
ring them. Lyons, Avignon, Vienna, Lis- 
bon, Wilna, Venice, Turin, Milan, Flor- 
ence, Parma, Brescia, Verona, Rome, &c. 
&e.; and the F. F. Boscowity, Pallaviani, 
Carbon, Bonnet, Poezobut, Ximener, Bel- 
grado, Cavalli, &c. and a crowd of others 
that are to be found in Rees. When the 
Jesuits were proscribed, it was difficult in- 
deed to find men who were able to fill their 
places; at times even, necessity obliged them 
to admit exceptions to that wretched decree 
of their suppression; which the editor of the 
Theological Magazine, after the example of 
innumerable other writers, who will never be 
suspected of possessing partiality for the so- 
ciety, reprobated in his first volume [1813.] 
Narrow-minded people will continually harp 
on some hacknied incident or other, borrowed 
from the life of Galileo, retailed and misre- 
presented to satisfy themselves; while men 
of learning and solid genius, will smile at the 
impotent effort made to dissemble the im- 
mense and perpetual assistance afforded to 
science and literature, by the same church, 
which the pretender would fain calumniate. 
Let such individuals consider one moment, 
and see that from one of the religious orders 
alone, and only taking one branch of science 
into consideration, let them read the names 
of such as F. F. Ricioli Clavius, Kircher, 
Ptolomei, Scheiner, Fournier, Deschalles, 
Tacquet, Pardies, Maire, Grandami, Fram- 
matici, Liesganig, Pezenas, Lana, Paulian, 
Meyer, &c. &c. We do not repeat the names 
above, but rather quote some of those cele- 
brated Missionaries and Astronomers of Chi- 
na, the Riccei, Verbiest, Fontaney, Pardies, 
Harlestein, Schall, Rho, Thomas, Pezeira, 
Kogler, Grimaldi, Parrennin, Gerbillon,Gau- 
bil, Loureyro, Benoit, &c. See F. Scouciet’s 
‘“* Astronomical Observation made in China 
by the Missionaries of the Society,” 3 vol. 
4to. given in 1732, of course, containing but 
an incomplete account of their labors in that 
noble science, in their foreign missions.— 
They undertook them to conciliate the minds 
of those, whom their main object was to bring 
to religion, though learned as they were, pie- 
ty was the superior and commanding thought 
to which they had devoted their talents and 
their life. 





INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 


The following trait of truly Christian be- 
nevolence, is recorded of the noble count de 
la Marche, while he was yet but a youth, 
As he was one day traversing the streets of 
Paris without attendants, he perceived a 
great bustle, and heard at the same time cries 
of distress. Hastening to the spot, he in- 
quired into the cause of the great disturb- 








ance. He was informed that some merciless 
fellows were on the point of carrying off an 
unfortunate man for a debt of 1200 livres, af- 
ter selling all his goods, and that the poor 
distressed person would be completely ruined, 
His case was the more deserving of pity, as 
he was well known to be an honest man, and 
his distress was entirely owing to a series of 
unforseen and unavoidable accidents. The 
count darted through the crowd, addressed 
the leader of the band of ruffians, ordered 
him to loose his prey and re-place the goods, 
declaring that he would take the debt upon 
himself and discharge it. The fellow, unac- 
customed to such deeds of generosity, looked 
earnestly at the stranger, and refused to com- 
ply with his orders, unless the debt and ex- 
penses were paid upon the spot. The count 
had not a sufficient sum of money about him; 
his modesty led him to try every means of 
concealing who he was, and he proposed sev- 
eral expedients to satisfy the fellow, but find- 
ing these did not succeed, he made himself 
known, and it was difficult to ascertain who 
was most confused, the count in discovering 
himself, or the pitiless ruffian in learning his 
name and address. The populace immedi- 
ately expressed their displeasure at the con- 
duct of the hard-hearted fellow, by hissing 
him and his assistants, and continued their 
benedictions upon the benevolent count, as 
they accompanied him to his residence. 











POETRY. 





REFLECTION. 


Reflection! guide to Virtue’s road, 

The wise man’s friend, but not the fool’s; 
To him Refleetion is a load, 

He acts by impulse, not by rules. 


When Passion urges him to Vice, 
He pounces on the promised toy, 
Pleasure alone can him entice; 


No solid thoughts his mind employ. 


No motive he, nor consequence, 

E’er weighs before his hasty choice; 
But, listening to the call of Sense, 

He turns from Reason’s warning voice. 


Not so the man of solid mind, 

Who ponders every circumstance 
Of action; nor is he inclined 

To leave the whole result to chance. 


Deep are his thoughts,—deep and sublime, 
Judging the future from the past: 

He skims the days which pass with Time, 
But dwells on those which ever last. 


Those * years eternal, which engross’d 
The royal Seer’s capricious mind, 
When in deep contemplation lost, 
And Meditation unconfined. P. P. 





* Annos eternos in mente habui. 


FOR SALE, 
AND may be had at P. Moonry’s Catholic Book- 
Store, 
Letrers oN THE SpanisH Inquisition, 
In a neat 12 mo Vol, well bound and lettered, at 62 1-2 
cents. 
3 The above is unquestionably the best work ever 
written on the subject. 





ALSO, 
May be had a few copies of the 1st Volume of THE 
Jxsvit, neatly bound and lettered. Price 4$. 





























































t ‘ 


aay 


hs 


oe @2 


_  _ 6 ee el et ee a ‘mee ane 


